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Phase 2 Competency Report 

Phase 2 Survey Results 2017 - 2018 
 
The following is a summary of student responses to the Phase 2 survey competency questions.  Students 
were asked to rate their confidence on a 7-point likert scale defined below.  

Likert scale reference: 1 = Not confident 
 4 = Confident 
 7 = Very confident 

 

Planning and Analysis:   
These objectives describe your ability to solve problems in a variety of circumstances, think critically, 
and evaluate information, which are all fundamental attributes of a veterinarian.  This includes your 
ability to identify and analyze a situation and devise a plan of action based primarily on current scientific 
evidence. 

At this point in your career as a student veterinarian, how confident do you fell about your ability to 
perform each of the following items?  These items relate to the Phase 2 Learning Objectives. 
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Compare and contrast the actions, applications, adverse effects, and 
contraindications of major classes of pharmaceuticals, biologicals, and 

other drugs used in veterinary medicine
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Critically evaluate information in order to select appropriate 
diagnostic tests, treatments, and preventative strategies
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Construct a problem list and assess a patient using the problem-
oriented veterinary medical record system
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Describe the defense, injury and repair responses of an animal to 
disruptions in homeostasis when exposed to disease causing agents
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Describe and explain the principles of prevention and control of 
disease in common domestic species
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Explain and demonstrate evidence-based decision making when 
interpreting test results, applying information to a case and appraising 

scientific literature
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Identify and describe common abnormalities in form and function of 
tissues, organ systems or the animal as a whole
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Summarize, diagnose and develop a treatment plan for the important 
clinical conditions of the main domestic species
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Professionalism:   
Professional conduct embodies knowledge of ethical, moral, and scientific principles that are balanced 
to provide informed judgment and action I the workplace.  This behavior includes the ability to 
communicate effectively, listen, offer professional advice, and deliver instruction to a variety of 
audiences.  In addition, this includes your ability to recognize the need for collaboration, supervision, 
and delegation where appropriate, and be prepared to adapt your knowledge, behavior and skills to the 
evolving role of the veterinarian in society.   

At this point in your career as a student veterinarian, how confident do you fell about your ability to 
perform each of the following items?  These items relate to the Phase 2 Learning Objectives. 
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Know and describe the OIE reportable and Canadian notifiable 
diseases, and associated human health risks
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Know and describe the techniques for behavioural modification in 
common domestic species
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Describe and explain the use of quarantine, vaccination and 
eradication in common domestic species
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Conducting Veterinary Activities:   
The role of the OVC graduate in society requires the use of knowledge, skills and attitudes to examine 
aspects of health where animals, humans and the environment intersect.  This requires the ability to 
perform, and integrate the outcomes of a variety of veterinary medical procedures while managing 
situations, resources and personnel effectively and efficiently. 

At this point in your career as a student veterinarian, how confident do you fell about your ability to 
perform each of the following items?  These items relate to the Phase 2 Learning Objectives. 
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Handle, restrain and perform a routine physical exam

0

5

10

15

20

25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Co
un

t

Confidence Rating
N = 76, Mean = 3.86, SD = 1.46

Conduct dermatological and neurological examinations and 
radiological tests



Page 10 of 15 
 

 

 

 

0

5

10

15

20

25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Co
un

t

Confidence Rating
N = 76, Mean = 4.30, SD = 1.19

Describe the development of disease including the transmission, 
pathogenesis and expression in relation to interactions of the host 

with its environment and disease causing agent
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Demonstrate knowledge and skills in setting up anesthesia 
equipment, emergency management, shock, acid-base derangement 

and fluid therapy
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Know and select the appropriate anesthetic drug for common 
procedures introduced in Phase 2
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Students’ Perceived Performance: 
How do you feel about your overall performance in Phase 2? 

Likert scale reference: 1 = Poor 
 4 = Average 
 7 = Excellent 
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Students’ Perceived Preparedness: 
How prepared do you feel about your ability to meet the DVM Program expectations as you move into 
Phase 3?  

Likert scale reference: 1 = Absolutely Unprepared 
 4 = Adequately Prepared 
 7 = Very Prepared and Certain 
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