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 University of Guelph  
Department of Population Medicine 

POPM*6950: Global Health  
 
 

Instructor: Dr. Stephen Lin                                                                            Winter 2018 
Email: slin0899@gmail.com 
Office Hours: By Appointment Only  
Class Time: Friday 11:30am – 2:20pm  
Class Location: Stewart Building, 2511 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Description 
This course will provide the opportunity for critical inquiry into theories and principles related to 
health promotion in a global context. Students will be introduced to strategies that pertain to 
global health promotion of individuals, communities and nations and that affect both physical 
and social determinants of health. Examples of specific topics to be covered include the 
historical underpinning of global health, global health financing, infectious disease, food 
security, refugee health, sexual and reproductive health, and global health promotion in a 
humanitarian context. These topics will be explored using both international and local case 
studies that highlight the globalized reality in which contemporary health promotion practice is 
situated. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 To understand global health promotion and health issues  
 To comprehend the complexity of factors that shape the health of communities globally  
 To critically examine theoretical models and issues of equity and social justice within the 

context of global health promotion  
 To be able to identify major actors involved in global health and be aware of the context in 

which they operate  
 To reflect on one’s own experience and how it has influenced one’s worldview, values, 

beliefs, and health care practices  
 To share experiences and perspectives about global health 

  
Course Structure 
In this course, learning and teaching are considered a shared responsibility. My role is to guide, 
facilitate and support your learning. Your responsibility is to use the resources and to engage in 
dialogue and reflective, critical thought. The course is designed to foster discussion, debate, 
and critical examination of concepts relevant to global health promotion. The learning activities 
are designed to assist you in developing insight and to critically consider issues of global health 
promotion. Attendance in class and active participation in all activities is therefore expected. 
Students will have opportunities to share thoughts and exchange ideas with each other. 
 
 
Required Texts 
There are no textbooks for this course. Reading are mainly drawn from peer-reviewed 
journals and can be downloaded from CourseLink.  
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Methods of Evaluation 
Midterm Exam…………………………………………………………25% 
Current Events Assignment (Individual)……………………………10% 
Preliminary group research proposal……………………………….10% 
Seminar Participation…………………………………………………20%  
Final Group Case Study Project………………..............................35% 
  
 
Midterm Exam (25%) – Friday, February 16 
This 2-hour closed book midterm exam will cover the materials from January 12 up to 
February 9. It will consist of 2 essay questions only and is scheduled from 12:00pm until 
2:00pm.  
 
Current Events Assignment (10%) 
Starting from January 19, each student will bring one current media item to class to 
present, critique, and collectively discuss. The aim of this assignment is to encourage 
information-seeking, evaluation, and usage of media through a global health lens. This 
assignment is also intended to reinforce learning, encourage application of course 
material, improve subject matter comprehension, and expand media literacy. 
Furthermore, this assignment is intended to encourage students to develop a critical 
perspective when reading and/or listening to media related to global health.  
 
In class, students are required to:   

 Summarize the media item for 1 minute 
 Discuss the core issues from the media content for 4 minutes 
 Provide your critical response to the media content for 5 minutes  

(Note: Please show the item to the class during your oral presentation) 

After the presentation, students are required to submit a 3.5 page, double-spaced 
report based on their presentation.  

Example Outlets: 

o

 

o The Guardian The Economist (available electronically in the Library)
o o

o The Financial Times (UK) o The Globe and Mail  
o The Guardian (UK) o The New York Times  

 
  
Seminar Participation (20%) 
Engaging in class discussion is critical for this seminar course. Your participation in 
class discussion is critical because what you offer to the class is what you and others 
learn from. Your mark will be based on your frequency and quality of your contribution.  
 
Preliminary Group Research Proposal (10%) - Due on February 9 by Noon 
In this assignment, your group is asked to propose a research topic related to global health 
which will be further developed throughout the semester. You must include the following 
components: 
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 A broad research question that your group aims to answer in local and global context 
 Brief background information that underlies your research topic  
 Justification as to why you choose this topic 
 Practical applications of your topic (e.g., health policy) 

   
Important Notes:  
 Length: 2 pages double-spaced submitted through email (slin0899@gmail.com)  
 Late assignments will be docked 5% per day, unless accommodation has been given 

 
 
Final Group Case Study Project (35%) – April 6 (Presentation) / April 9 (Paper) 
In this assignment, your group will complete a research project which combines a 15- 
minute oral presentation (15%) scheduled on April 6 and submit a 10-page research 
report (20%) by Noon, December 8, including the following parts: 
 

A. An overview of your research project: (1 page) 
Based on what you have written in your preliminary research proposal, explain how 
your research topic fits into the context of global health and then present a revised 
research question with clear objectives. 
  

B. Introduction and Background information about the research topic: Culture, 
social-economic, political status, context that is relevant to the problem your group 
is addressing. What are the salient determinants of the problem within your 
country of focus? Provide relevant research to support your ideas (3 pages)  
  

C. Response to the Problem: Based on the information you have stated in B, 
critically analyze one intervention that has been implemented by the national 
government and one intervention that has been implemented by the 
international level organizations to address the health problem. Discuss the 
degree to which these have been (un)successful. Explain why they have or 
have failed to solve the problem. (3 pages) 
  

D. The Way Forward: Based on the above analysis, propose and justify two ways 
(different from the ones presented above) through which this problem could be 
successfully addressed. (Hint: Take into consideration all the principles of global 
health work covered throughout the course). Who would you partner with? 
Why? What challenges would you anticipate? How would you address them? 
(2-3 pages)  
 

Important Notes:  
 Length: 10 pages maximum, double-spaced, 12 font size, submitted through email. 
 Either MLA or APA referencing, cover page is required and please include all group 

members’ names and student number.  
 The group paper is due by 4:00pm, Monday, April 9  
 Late assignments will be docked 5% per day, unless accommodation has been given. 
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Presentation Marking criteria: 
 Mechanics (20%) 

- presentation structure (adherence to time frame, quality of audiovisual material)   
- presentation flow (logical progression, distribution of time to various topics, flow 

between various aspects of presentation)   
- communication (clarity of expression, pacing of presentation)  

 
 Content (50%):  

- Present issue selected for case study (Provide a clear and comprehensive overview 
of the topic being addressed)   

- Include relevant background and contextual information (Why was the topic 
selected? Why is this topic important to address?)   

- Include attention to contemporary context (What are the current issues of 
relevance in relation to the topic selected? May include any relevant policy/legal 
issues)  

 
 Critical Thinking (30%): 

- Express key concepts and issues in concise, yet comprehensive manner  
- Exhibit logical flow of thought and depth of understanding   
- Rather than simply summarize articles read, should draw on references to present a 

critical look at your selected issue (e.g. What are the main barriers and challenges?)  
- Focus on the message you want to get across with respect to your research topic  
- Draw on academic references to support the arguments raised in the presentation. 

 
 

Class Schedule and Weekly Reading 
 

Week Date Topic/Assignment Assigned Readings
1 Jan 12 

 
Introduction to the Course  
 
What is Global Health and 
Principles of Global Health? 

Skolnik, R. (2012). The Importance of Global 
Health. Global Health 101. Jones & Bartlett 
Publishers.   
 
Fried, Bentley, Buekens, et al. (2010). Global 
health is public health. Lancet, 375 (9714): 
535-537.  
 
Gostin, L.O. (2007). Why rich countries 
should care about the world’s least healthy 
people. JAMA, 298(1), 89-92. 

2 Jan 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Challenge of Global 
Health  
 
The Case of Ebola Epidemic 

Garrett, L. (2007). The Challenge of Global 
Health. Foreign Affairs, 86(1), 14-38.   
 
Sanders, D., Sengupta, A. & Scott, V. 
(2015). Ebola Epidemic Exposes the 
Pathology of the Global Economic and 
Political System. International Journal of 
Health Services, 45(4), 643-656. 
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3 Jan 26 Globalization, Migration & 
Health  

Labonte, R., Mohindra, K. & Schrecker, T. 
(2010). The Growing Impact of Globalization 
for Health and Public Health Practice. The 
Annual Review of Public Health, 32:263-83.  
 
Gatrell, A. C. (2002). Geographies of health: 
An introduction. Chapter 6: People on the 
Move: Migration and Health (pp. 162-192). 
Malden, Mass.: Blackwell.  

4 Feb 2 Healthy Immigrant Effect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acculturation, and Mental 
Health   

Kobayashi, K., & Prus, S. (2012). Examining 
the gender, ethnicity, and age dimensions of 
the healthy immigrant effect: Factors in the 
development of equitable health policy. 
International Journal for Equity in Health, 
11:8 
 
Shim, Y., Schwartz, R. (2008). Degree of 
Acculturation and Adherence to Asian 
Values as correlates of psychological 
distress among Korean Immigrants. Journal 
of Mental health, 17(6), 607-617.  
 

5 Feb 9 Refugee & Health Watters, C. (2001). Emerging Paradigms in 
the Mental Health Care of Refugees. Social 
Science & Medicine, 52(11), 1709-1718.  
 
Kirmayer, L.J. et al. (2011). Common Mental 
Health Problems in Immigrants and 
Refugees: General Approach in Primary 
Care. Canadian Medical Association Journal, 
183(12): E959-967. 
 
Syrian Refugee Women: A Vulnerable 
Population Struggles to Find Care, August 
11, 2017 The Meducator  
http://meducator.org/2017/07/syrian-refugee-
women-a-vulnerable-population-struggles-to-
find-care/  
 
*Preliminary Group Research Proposal 
Due by 12:00pm (Email Submission only) 

6 Feb 16 Midterm Exam  
(2 hours: 12:00pm - 2:00pm) 

No Reading 
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Feb 23 Reading Week (No Class)  No Reading 

8 March 2 Urbanization and Health 
 
 
 
 
Gender Migration and 
Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases  
 

Butsch, C., Sakdapolrak, P., & Saravanan, 
V.S. (2012). Urban Health in India. 
Internationales Asienforum, 43 (1-2), 13-32.  
 
Sevoyan, A., & Agadjanian, V. (2010). Male 
Migration, Women Left Behind, and Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases in Armenia. 
International Migration Review,44(2), 354-
375. 
 
Sano, Y. et al. (2017). Women’s household 
decision-making autonomy and safer sex 
negotiation in Nigeria: An analysis of the 
Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey. 
AIDS Care, August 7:1-6.  
 
-Guest Speaker: Yuji Sano 

9 March 9 Occupational Health Risk and 
Sexual Violence  
 
 

Bail, et al. (2012). The Impact of Invisibility 
on the Health of Migrant Farmworkers in the 
Southeastern United States: A Case Study 
from Georgia. Nursing Research and 
Practice, 1-8.  
 
Decker, M. et al. (2011). Sex Trafficking, 
Sexual Risk, STI and Reproductive Health 
among a National Sample of FSWs in 
Thailand. Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health, 65(4), 334-339.  
 

10 March 16 
 

AIDS Villages in China  
 
Food Security in Indigenous 
Community 

Yan, J. et al. (2013). A Social 
Epidemiological Study on HIV/AIDS in a 
village of Henan Province, China. AIDS 
Care, 25(3), 302-308.  
 
The Economists (2007). Blood Debts.  
http://www.economist.com/node/8554778  
 
Elliott, B., Jayatilak, D. (2012). We Are Not 
Being Heard”: Aboriginal Perspectives on 
Traditional Foods Access and Food Security. 
Journal of Environmental and Public Health, 
1-9. 
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11 March 23 
 

Gender & Reproductive 
Health  
 

World Health Organization (2008). 
Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation: An 
interagency statement.  
 
Danial, S. (2013). Cultural Relativism vs. 
Universalism; Female Genital Mutilation, 
Pragmatic Remedies. The Journal of 
Historical Studies, 2(1), 1-10. 
 

12 March 30 The Future of Global Health  Frenk, J. et al. (2010). Health Professionals 
for a New Century: Transforming Education 
to Strengthen Health Systems in an 
Interdependent World. The Lancet, 376 
(December 4): 1923-1958. 
 
 

13 April 6 Group Case Study Project 
Presentation 

No Readings  
 
Final Group Case Study Assignment Due 
by 4:00pm, Monday, April 9 (Email 
Submission)  

 
 

UNIVERSITY RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
All policies of the University of Guelph, the Ontario Veterinary College and the Department 
of Population Medicine apply. It is the responsibility of each student to be familiar with 
these policies. 
 
GRADUATE CALENDAR 
The Graduate Academic Calendar is the source of information about the University of 
Guelph’s procedures, policies and regulations which apply to graduate programs: 
http://www.uoguelph .ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/ 
 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Graduate Calendar: 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/graduatestudies/gchandbook/academicmisconduct 
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic 
integrity and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community – faculty, 
staff, and students – to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do 
as much as possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. 
University of Guelph students have the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on 
academic misconduct regardless of their location of study; faculty, staff and students have 
the responsibility of supporting an environment that discourages misconduct. Students 
need to remain aware that instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and 
other means of detection. 
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Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not 
relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not 
excuse students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before 
submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be 
construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 
 
 
The investigation of cases of academic misconduct cases and the cases that are heard at 
the Admissions and Progress Committee indicate that many graduate students, especially 
those new to Canada, are not aware of University regulations reflected in the attached 
statements. In particular, issues related to academic consideration, dropping courses, and 
lack of awareness of behaviour that constitutes academic misconduct may all lead to 
disruption or delay of a student's academic studies and require considerable time and effort 
from faculty and administrative staff to resolve resulting problems. 
 
In the case of the graduate academic misconduct policy, the Graduate Calendar states: 
 
"It should not be possible for a student to claim that he/she was not warned about the 
University's academic misconduct regulations, what constitutes academic misconduct and 
the potential consequences of transgressing." 
 
REFERENCING POLICY 
 
Written work that is not properly referenced will be considered to be below the standard 
expected in this course and will be returned to the student with no mark. The student will 
be expected to re-submit the paper during the next class, fully and properly referenced in 
order to have the paper accepted for grading. Failure to re - submit the paper will result in 
a grade of zero (0) on the assignment. Among other things, proper referencing involves 
the consistent use of a single referencing style. 
 
 
COPIES OF OUT-OF-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS 
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you 
may be asked to resubmit work at any time. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 
The University of Guelph is committed to creating a barrier-free environment. Providing 
services for students is a shared responsibility among students, faculty and administrators. 
This relationship is based on respect of individual rights, the dignity of the individual and 
the University community's shared commitment to an open and supportive learning 
environment. Students requiring service or accommodation, whether due to an identified, 
ongoing disability or a short-term disability should contact the Centre for Students with 
Disabilities as soon as possible. 
 
For more information, contact CSD at 519-824-4120 ext. 56208 or email 
csd@uoguelph.ca or see the website: https://www.uoguelph.ca/csd/ 
 
WHEN YOU CANNOT MEET A COURSE REQUIREMENT 
 
Late assignments will be penalized at 5% of the value of the assignment each day late, 
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weekends included. When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement 
because of illness or compassionate reasons, please advise the course instructor (or 
designated person, such as a teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-
mail contact. See the undergraduate calendar for information on regulations and 
procedures for Academic Consideration: http://www. 
uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/sec_d0e1405 .shtml 
 
COUNSELLING SERVICES 
http://www.counselling.uoguelph.ca/counselling/ 
 
Counselling Services offer individual counselling sessions to help support students as 
they work through the personal challenges that impair their ability to succeed at 
school and in other areas of their lives. 
 
STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES 
http://www.studenthealth.uoguelph.ca/index2.shtml 
Student Health Services offers a variety of health care services, including primary health 
care, a walk-in clinic and on-site laboratory testing. 
 
THE LEARNING COMMONS 
http://www.learningcommons.uoguelph.ca/ 
The Learning Commons brings together services that support students in their 
learning, writing, research, numeracy and the use of technology. In addition, they 
provide expertise and resources for faculty, staff and teaching assistants to support 
and enhance learning in their courses and across the curricula. 
 
HEALTH AND PERFORMANCE CENTRE 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/hpc/ 
 
Health and Performance Centre specializes in the diagnosis, treatment and 
rehabilitation of acute and chronic orthopedic, musculoskeletal, sport and activity 
related injuries. The Centre also provides a variety of health promotion services 
including fitness and nutrition expertise and professional bicycle fitting. 
 
IN-CLASS BEHAVIOUR 
Students are expected to come to lectures prepared for the class. Questions are 
encouraged at any time during lecture provided that they do not interfere with the other 
students’ ability to take in the material presented. Students are expected to treat each 
other with the utmost respect; disruptions to the class will not be permitted. 
 
EMAIL COMMUNICATION 
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their <uoguelph.ca> e-
mail account regularly: e-mail is the official route of communication between the 
University and its students. 
 
RECORDING OF MATERIALS 
Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be 
recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a 
classmate or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that 
course unless further permission is granted. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
We would like to minimize the use of paper in this course and therefore, encourage you 
to hand in assignments electronically. 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH MAPS 
Map of Campus 
http://www.uoguelph.ca/campus/map/ 
 
Parking Map 
http://www.parking.uoguelph.ca/images/Parking_Map_2008-09.pdf 
 


