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1 Course Details

1.1 Calendar Description
Assigned reading and/or special projects selected to provide in-depth study of topics 
appropriate to the specialized interests of individual students. Courses offered under this title 
have included Special Topics in Public Health; Ecology and Health; Systems Approaches; and 
Animal Welfare. Different offerings are assigned different section numbers.

1.2 Course Description

Ecosystem Approaches to Health: Are you preoccupied by the health of ecosystems, 
communities, humans and/or animals?  Discover innovative and dynamic approaches for 
better understanding the multiple factors which influence health - ecosystem approaches to 
health - with an experienced, multi-disciplinary, pan-Canadian team. During this intensive 
course you will learn methods for carrying out research and interventions on issues at the 
confluence of health, the environment, and society.  This course is available to graduate 
students from all disciplines and to professionals interested in these themes. We offer a 
rigorous, hands-on pedagogical approach, illustrated through an overarching a case study, 
“health across species".

1.3 Timetable

Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 pm to 4:20 pm, May 13th to June 22nd inclusive

1.4 Final Exam
There is no final exam in this course.
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2 Instructional Support

2.1 Instructional Support Team
Katie ClowInstructor:
kclow@uoguelph.caEmail:       

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 Learning Resources
Two online platforms will be used for this course. Canvas is an online platform that is the 
primary location for all course-related material. It will also be used to host the webinars. Log 
in details will be provided via email. Courselink will be used for any Guelph-specific activities, 
including announcements, and submission of individual assignments. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4 Learning Outcomes

The overall objective of this course is to provide students a working knowledge of the 
principles of ecosystem approaches to health including systems thinking, transdisciplinarity, 
sustainability, social and gender equity, participatory action, and knowledge to action.  

4.1 Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

Illustrate ecosystem approaches to health principles into their own research project.1. 
Apply the principles of ecosystem approaches to health when evaluating the research 
project design of others from their own and different disciplinary groups. 

2. 

Demonstrate giving effective peer feedback on others’ research projects and receiving 
effective peer and instructor feedback on their own research projects. 

3. 

Reflect critically on the course discussions, interactive sessions, virtual field trips and 
readings (this may be in the form of writing, photography, or other art form). 

4. 

Translate course theme(s) into material accessible and of interest to the general public 
by writing a blog. 

5. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 Teaching and Learning Activities

This pan-Canadian graduate level course on ecosystem approaches to health is being offered 
at two sites: University of Guelph and Université du Québec à Montréal. It is delivered in 
collaboration with the Community of Practice in Ecosystem Approaches to Health (CoPEH-
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Canada). Half of the course will be conducted as simultaneous webinars from each of the 2 
universities and the other half of the course will be locally-run sessions, including virtual field 
trips. The course assignments will include individual work, feedback to fellow students, and 
one large, site-specific group project. There is no required textbook for the course. Students 
are expected to complete readings from peer-reviewed literature prior to each session.

5.1 Seminar
Course Schedule

Date Topic

Thursday, May 13, 
2021

Introduction to EcoHealth

Tuesday, May 18, 
2021

Webinar 1: Complexity

Thursday, May 20, 
2021

Webinar 2: Sex, Gender and Equity

Tuesday, May 25, 
2021

Webinar 3: Transdisciplinarity

Thursday, May 27, 
2021

Webinar 4: Resilience and 
Sustainability

Tuesday, June 1, 
2021

Webinar 5: Knowledge Translation

Thursday, June 3, 
2021

Webinar 6: Participation, 
relationships and power

Tuesday, June 8, 
2021

Webinar 7: Synthesis - "Working the 
hyphen"

Thursday, June 
Virtual Field Trip 1 (TBC - See 
Courselink)

Topics:   
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10, 2021

Tuesday, June 15, 
2021

Virtual Field Trip 2 (TBC - See 
Courselink)

Thursday, June 
17, 2021

Virtual Field Trip 3 (TBC - See 
Courselink)

Tuesday, June 22, 
2021

Virtual Field Trip 4 (TBC - See 
Courselink) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 Assessments
An overview of the course assignments is provided below. Full details of each assignment 
will be posted on Canvas and Courselink. 

6.1 Assessment Details
Poster of own work (20%)

Throughout (see below), Canvas and CourselinkDate: 
1, 2, 3, 4Learning Outcome: 

Participants will prepare a basic poster of their own ‘work’ (interests, projects, research, 
practice) at the beginning of the course and revise it as the course evolves. The objective 
of this activity is to apply Ecohealth principles to one's own research and foster a dialogue 
among participants on individual projects.

Activity Weight in 
Total Grade

Due 
Date

Details

Draft poster No assigned 
grade.

May 
18th 

Post a draft version to Canvas for feedback 
from peers

Peer feedback 5% May 
25th

Review posters of two colleagues and provide 
feedback via Canvas.

Revised 
poster

No assigned 
grade

Ongoing Integrate peer feedback and course principles 
into your poster.
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Activity Weight in 
Total Grade

Due 
Date

Details

Final poster & 
discussion

15% June 
24th

Submit a final version of your poster along with 
a discussion on the evolution of your poster 
throughout the course to the Dropbox on 
Courselink.

Blog (15%)
May 27 and June 1, CanvasDate: 

3, 4, 5Learning Outcome: 
Participants will write a blog on any topic related to EcoHealth. Blogs will be posted on 
Canvas and each student must comment on two other students’ postings. In reading other 
students’ postings, students can reflect the connections among health, environment and 
society. Students are also expected to select and rank their top 3 blog picks.
Activity Weight in Total 

Grade
Due 
Date

Details

Personal 
blog

10% May 
27th

Post a blog on Canvas.

Peer 
feedback

5% June 
1st

Provide feedback on at least two other 
blogs on Canvas.

Synthesis Presentation (30%)
June 8, CanvasDate: 

4, 5Learning Outcome: 
In groups, participants will design a final presentation on the course theme "Working the 
Hyphen". Presentations will be delivered during the final webinar on Canvas. A panel of 
experts will be present to provide feedback and engage in discussion.

Critical reflections (15%)
June 13, 20 & 27, CourselinkDate: 

4Learning Outcome: 
Participants will prepare 3 critical reflections (1 per week) on their experiences during the 
virtual field trips. Reflections should be submitted via Dropbox on Courselink. 

Participation (20%)
ThroughoutDate: 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5Learning Outcome: 
Participants are expected to be actively engaged in all webinars, group activities and virtual 
field trips. This includes full participation in the negotiating health group activity and the 
book club. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7 University Statements
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7.1 Email Communication
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their e-mail account regularly: 
e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its students.

7.2 When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or 
compassionate reasons please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a 
teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. The grounds for 
Academic Consideration are detailed in the Undergraduate and Graduate Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Consideration and Appeals 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Grounds for Academic Consideration 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
 
Associate Diploma Calendar - Academic Consideration, Appeals and Petitions 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/diploma/current/index.shtml 
 

7.3 Drop Date
Students will have until the last day of classes to drop courses without academic penalty. The 
deadline to drop two-semester courses will be the last day of classes in the second semester. 
This applies to all students (undergraduate, graduate and diploma) except for Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine and Associate Diploma in Veterinary Technology (conventional and 
alternative delivery) students. The regulations and procedures for course registration are 
available in their respective Academic Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Dropping Courses 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Registration Changes 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/genreg-reg-
regchg.shtml 
 
Associate Diploma Calendar - Dropping Courses 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/diploma/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml 
 

7.4 Copies of Out-of-class Assignments
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be 
asked to resubmit work at any time.

7.5 Accessibility
The University promotes the full participation of students who experience disabilities in their 
academic programs. To that end, the provision of academic accommodation is a shared 
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responsibility between the University and the student. 
 
When accommodations are needed, the student is required to first register with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS). Documentation to substantiate the existence of a disability is 
required; however, interim accommodations may be possible while that process is underway. 
 
Accommodations are available for both permanent and temporary disabilities. It should be 
noted that common illnesses such as a cold or the flu do not constitute a disability. 
 
Use of the SAS Exam Centre requires students to book their exams at least 7 days in advance 
and not later than the 40th Class Day. 
 
For Guelph students, information can be found on the SAS website 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/sas 
 
For Ridgetown students, information can be found on the Ridgetown SAS website 
https://www.ridgetownc.com/services/accessibilityservices.cfm 
 

7.6 Academic Integrity
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic 
integrity, and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community-faculty, staff, 
and students-to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as 
possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have 
the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of 
their location of study; faculty, staff, and students have the responsibility of supporting an 
environment that encourages academic integrity. Students need to remain aware that 
instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 
 
Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not 
relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse 
students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before 
submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be 
construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-
amisconduct.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
 

7.7 Recording of Materials
Presentations that are made in relation to course work - including lectures - cannot be 
recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a student, 
or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that course unless 
further permission is granted.
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7.8 Resources
The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s 
procedures, policies, and regulations that apply to undergraduate, graduate, and diploma 
programs. 
 
Academic Calendars 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/academics/calendars 
 

7.9 Disclaimer
Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a revision of the format of 
course offerings and academic schedules. Any such changes will be announced via 
CourseLink and/or class email. All University-wide decisions will be posted on the COVID-19 
website (https://news.uoguelph.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus-information/) and circulated by 
email.

7.10 Illness
The University will not normally require verification of illness (doctor's notes) for fall 2020 or 
winter 2021 semester courses.  However, requests for Academic Consideration may still 
require medical documentation as appropriate.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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