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1 Course Details

1.1 Calendar Description
Assigned reading and/or special projects selected to provide in-depth study of topics 
appropriate to the specialized interests of individual students. Courses offered under this title 
have included Special Topics in Public Health; Ecology and Health; Systems Approaches; and 
Animal Welfare. Different offerings are assigned different section numbers.

1.2 Course Description

This is an introductory-level course for students with no prior background in qualitative health 
research. Beginning with foundational knowledge, students will learn about a wide range of 
philosophical and theoretical orientations and how they shape our paradigms, and, thus, 
guide our approaches to seeking scientific evidence. Next, they will learn the purpose and 
appropriateness of qualitative methods in health research, including their strengths and 
weaknesses. Finally, they will learn how to collect, analyze, and interpret qualitative data with 
ethical considerations. For the final project, students are encouraged to consider their area of 
research, broadly speaking, and how they may generate research questions (different from 
their thesis or major project) that could be answered using qualitative methods.

1.3 Timetable

Class Schedule: Please note that the class schedule may be subject to change or modified 
due to extenuating circumstances (e.g., weather, COVID-19 etc.). Reading material is available 
online VIA CourseLink. 
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Week 
 

Topic/Readings 
 

January 9 
 

Introduction 
 

January 16 
 

Paradigm, theory & methodology 
 
Reading: Barbour (2014); Bergdahl & Berterö (2015); Carter & Little (2007); 
Ravenek & Rudman (2013) 
 

January 23 
 

Designing a qualitative study 
 
Reading: Barbour (2014); Maxwell (2009) 
 

January 30 
 

Analysis & interpretation I 
 
Reading: Barbour (2014); Braun & Clarke (2006); DeCuir-Gunby et al. (2011); 
Grant & Osanloo, (2014) 
 

February 6 
 

Analysis & interpretation II 
 
Reading: Hermanowicz (2002); Jeanfreau & Jack (2010); Nowell et al. (2017); 
Rolfe (2006); Srivastava (2009); Tong et al. (2007) 
 

February 13 
 

Interviewing | One-on-one Interviews 
 
Reading: Barbour (2014);  Gair (2012); Morris (2015; several selected 
readings) 
 

February 20 
 

Winter break; no class 
 

February 27 
 

One-on-one interviews continued | Focus groups 
 
Reading: Barbour (2014); Krueger (1998; several selected readings) 
 

March 6 
 

Focus groups continued 
 
Observations (institutional ethnography) | Ethical considerations in qualitative 
research 
 

March 13 
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Reading:  Barbour (2014; two readings); Balcom et al. (2021); Smith (2001) 
 

March 20 
 

Ethical considerations in qualitative research continued | Project questions & 
answers 
 

March 27 
 

Student presentations 
 

April 3 
 

Student presentations 
 

1.4 Final Exam
There is no final exam for this course.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 Instructional Support

2.1 Instructional Support Team
Dr. Basem GoharInstructor:
bgohar@uoguelph.caEmail:       
(519) 824-4120 ext. 54036Telephone:   
OVC Population Medicine, Room # 2538Office:      
Office hours are by appointment onlyOffice Hours:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 Learning Resources
The assigned readings are available to students on CourseLink. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4 Learning Outcomes

4.1 Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

Describe the underlying theoretical and empirical assumptions associated with the 
use of various qualitative methodologies.

1. 

Understand the utility and feasibility of qualitative methodologies in health 
research.

2. 

1. 
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Analyze and interpret qualitative data.3. 
Gain experience writing results and discussions for scientific journals.4. 
Critically appraise qualitative studies.5. 
Demonstrate the ability to carry out a research project (i.e., proposal) and 
communicate the process orally and in writing.

6. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 Teaching and Learning Activities
While there will be small lecture components, the course is structured in a discussion-based 
approach, requiring active learning strategies. To this end, student participation is a crucial 
aspect of this course. Additionally, there will be in-class opportunities for students to take on 
the roles of interviewers, moderators, participants, and observers when practicing the skills 
required to carry out one-on-one interviews and focus groups.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 Assessments
Students will be evaluated on their participation in the classroom, their ability to analyze 
qualitative data, written work, and presentation skills. Please see the table below, highlighting 
due dates and the grades assigned. Detailed information for each assignment is also 
included. Additional information will be offered during class or on CourseLink if needed. 

6.1 Marking Schemes & Distributions

Method of Evaluation 
 

Assessment 
 

Due Date 
 

Contribution to 
Final Mark (%) 

 
Class participation 
 

Throughout the course 
 

10 
 

‘My Paradigm’ paper 
 

January 27, 2023, at 11:59 PM on Dropbox 
 

5 
 

Critical appraisal   
 

February 17, 2023, at 11:59 PM on 
Dropbox 
 

5 
 

Data analysis 
 

March 3, 2023, at 11:59 PM on Dropbox 
 

30 
 

Observation assignment 
 

March 17, 2023, at 11:59 PM on Dropbox 
 

5 (pass/fail) 
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Assessment 
 

Due Date 
 

Contribution to 
Final Mark (%) 

 
Research proposal part 1 
(Presentation) 
 

Presentations will take place during the 
last two weeks of class 
 

20 
 

Research Proposal part 2 
(Written) 
 

April 6, 2023, at 11:59 PM on Dropbox 
 

25 
 

  
 

Evaluation Details 
 

1. Class Participation: This course is heavily interactive and requires students to engage in 
discussions where they reflect on the presented work and readings. They will also practice 
new skills related to interviewing others, moderating focus groups, and gaining perspective as 
participants. 
Grading:  A total of 10% is allotted to student participation. The grading is not purely based on 
attendance but also on engagement and participation. 
 

  
 

2. ‘My Paradigm’ Paper: After gaining introductory knowledge in understanding the roles of 
epistemology, ontology, and methodologies in seeking scientific evidence, students will 
consider their philosophical orientation (i.e., paradigm). Students are required to include the 
following: 
 

Introduction to the student’s previous academic background and research experience, 
if applicable.

1. 

Discuss the student’s current research interests, the research questions they hope to 
answer, and possible approaches to answering those questions.

2. 

Based on previous experiences and experiences students hope to gain, students are 
encouraged to define their paradigms. In this section, students are encouraged to 
consult the extant literature to help elaborate on their paradigm further.

3. 

Maximum 4 pages double spaced (excluding references), written using the APA 7th ed. 4. 
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format.

Note: As you are encouraged to draw from your experiences, you should be able to use 
personal possessive pronouns (e.g., I, my, mine). However, you are still requested to offer a 
quality document justifying your paradigm. Thus, citing theoretical research and materials 
related to the philosophy of science is encouraged. Please also note that using course 
content as a reference is unacceptable. 
Grading: This paper is worth 5% of the final grade. It will be graded based on the quality of 
your writing and your ability to justify your paradigm. 
 
  
 

3. Critical Appraisal: After learning about different methodologies in qualitative research, and 
ways to reduce biases during analyses, students will be asked to find a qualitative study that 
is of interest from the scientific literature. In this assignment, students will scrutinize the 
article by presenting its strengths and weaknesses using a critical appraisal guide (e.g., 
Jeanfreau & Jack, 2010, Or others). In this assignment, students will first describe the study 
(i.e., purpose of the study, methodological approach, and results). Next, they will use a 
guideline to appraise the study. This assignment can be structured in any format (e.g., point 
form, essay-based, etc.). However, the goal of this assignment is to critique the article using a 
guideline. Therefore, no additional citing or references are necessary. Additionally, there is no 
page limit. 
Grading: This paper is worth 5% of the final grade. It is graded based on the student’s ability 
to decipher the article and outline its strengths and weaknesses using a quality checklist. 
 

  
 

4. Data Analysis: In this assignment, students will be given short recordings (mock 
interviews) where they will transcribe, code, and analyze the data. Students will apply the six 
stages of thematic analysis to the dataset, present a thematic map, and write the results and 
a short discussion section of this mock paper. Students will be asked to write this project as 
a research article, beginning with the Results section and ending with a Discussion section. In 
other words, the Introduction and Methods section is not required. This assignment focuses 
on data analysis, presenting, and interpreting the results. This exercise will help students 
become familiar with academic writing (i.e., writing for a journal). Although it must be double-
spaced, you may use any formatting style (e.g., AMA, APA, etc.). This assignment should not 
exceed 10 pages (excluding references). There is no ‘minimum’ to the number of references 
for this assignment. However, it is important to make a compelling argument in the 
discussion section, which would require reasonable consultations with the scientific 
literature. 
Grading: This project is worth 30% of the final grade. Please see the details below: 
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Transcription and de-identification process (please note that you will not be graded on 
the accuracy of the transcription itself): 3 points

1. 

Results section, providing the identified themes and subthemes, if any. Expanding on 
each theme by providing excerpts from the transcripts: 12 points

2. 

Short discussion section using the literature to interpret the results (e.g., consistency of 
the results compared to other studies, if any; implications of the findings; strengths and 
weaknesses of the study; future research, etc.) 10 points

3. 

A) A table with descriptive data; and B) a visually appealing & informative thematic 
map: 5 points

4. 

An ‘A’ level paper would have followed the instructions outlined above along with 
excellent technical writing skills (i.e., spelling, grammar, sentence structure, etc.). In 
addition, students are encouraged to read various qualitative papers published in peer-
reviewed journals in preparation for this project.

•

  
 

5. Observation Assignment: Students will watch a video and then answer questions related 
to possible emerging themes. 
Grading: This assignment is worth 5% of the final grade. It is graded as a pass or fail. In other 
words, you will receive a perfect score (i.e., 5% toward your final grade) for completing the 
assignment (answering the questions provided) or 0% for failing to complete it. 
 

  
 

6. Research Proposal: This project intends to synthesize the content learned from this 
course. It will require including all the necessary documents for a research proposal (e.g., 
thesis proposal, REB or grant application). It is broken down into two main components: 1) a 
written paper and 2) a presentation, which will be held during the last two weeks of class. 
Students will think of a research question they hope to answer using qualitative methods 
involving human participants within the realm of public health or veterinary science. However, 
it CAN NOT be the same as or too similar to their current thesis or major project. Like a 
research proposal, students must offer a sound background and state the study’s purpose. In 
the methods section, students will offer details on every aspect required to conduct a 
qualitative study using human participants. These details include approval from the Research 
Ethics Board (REB), recruitment strategies, data collection, and data analysis. In addition, 
other considerations should be addressed, such as personal biases, credibility, dependability, 
and confirmability. Students should also create necessary appendices for this project (e.g., 
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letter of consent, questions used in the study, etc.) 
 

Note: This is a “mock” exercise, and you will NOT submit an REB application to the 
University’s office of research. Additional instructions and clarifications may be provided as 
necessary. 
 

Grading: This project is worth 45% of the final grade. It is broken down into two parts: one 
part is a presentation, and the second part is a written paper: 
 

Research Proposal Part 1: Presentation (20 points)a. 

Ability to justify the study and its methods (i.e., background, gaps in the literature etc.): 
5 points

1. 

Ability to use content from the course and the literature to carry out the study’s 
procedures: 10 points

2. 

Presentation skills, professionalism, ability to answer questions, and within the time 
limit: 5 points (time limit will depend on the number of students in the class)

3. 

Research Proposal Part 2: Written Paper (25 points)a. 

Introduction (background and purpose): 5 points1. 
Method: 15 points

Samplinga. 
Proceduresb. 
Analysisc. 
Other Considerations (e.g., personal biases)d. 

2. 

Appendices: 5 points (minimum: consent letter & interviewing questions)3. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7 University Statements

7.1 Email Communication
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their e-mail account regularly: 
e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its students.
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7.2 When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or 
compassionate reasons please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a 
teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. The grounds for 
Academic Consideration are detailed in the Undergraduate and Graduate Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Consideration and Appeals 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Grounds for Academic Consideration 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
 
Associate Diploma Calendar - Academic Consideration, Appeals and Petitions 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/diploma/current/index.shtml 
 

7.3 Drop Date
Students will have until the last day of classes to drop courses without academic penalty. The 
deadline to drop two-semester courses will be the last day of classes in the second semester. 
This applies to all students (undergraduate, graduate and diploma) except for Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine and Associate Diploma in Veterinary Technology (conventional and 
alternative delivery) students. The regulations and procedures for course registration are 
available in their respective Academic Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Dropping Courses 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Registration Changes 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/genreg-reg-
regchg.shtml 
 
Associate Diploma Calendar - Dropping Courses 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/diploma/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml 
 

7.4 Copies of Out-of-class Assignments
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be 
asked to resubmit work at any time.

7.5 Accessibility
The University promotes the full participation of students who experience disabilities in their 
academic programs. To that end, the provision of academic accommodation is a shared 
responsibility between the University and the student. 
 
When accommodations are needed, the student is required to first register with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS). Documentation to substantiate the existence of a disability is 
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required; however, interim accommodations may be possible while that process is underway. 
 
Accommodations are available for both permanent and temporary disabilities. It should be 
noted that common illnesses such as a cold or the flu do not constitute a disability. 
 
Use of the SAS Exam Centre requires students to make a booking at least 14 days in advance, 
and no later than November 1 (fall), March 1 (winter) or July 1 (summer). Similarly, new or 
changed accommodations for online quizzes, tests and exams must be approved at least a 
week ahead of time. 
 
For Guelph students, information can be found on the SAS website 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/sas 
 
For Ridgetown students, information can be found on the Ridgetown SAS website 
https://www.ridgetownc.com/services/accessibilityservices.cfm 
 

7.6 Academic Integrity
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic 
integrity, and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community-faculty, staff, 
and students-to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as 
possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have 
the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of 
their location of study; faculty, staff, and students have the responsibility of supporting an 
environment that encourages academic integrity. Students need to remain aware that 
instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 
 
Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not 
relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse 
students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before 
submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be 
construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-
amisconduct.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
 

7.7 Recording of Materials
Presentations that are made in relation to course work - including lectures - cannot be 
recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a student, 
or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that course unless 
further permission is granted.

7.8 Resources
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The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s 
procedures, policies, and regulations that apply to undergraduate, graduate, and diploma 
programs. 
 
Academic Calendars 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/academics/calendars 
 

7.9 Disclaimer
Please note that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic may necessitate a revision of the format of 
course offerings, changes in classroom protocols, and academic schedules. Any such 
changes will be announced via CourseLink and/or class email.   
 
This includes on-campus scheduling during the semester, mid-terms and final examination 
schedules. All University-wide decisions will be posted on the COVID-19 website 
(https://news.uoguelph.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus-information/) and circulated by email. 
 

7.10 Illness
Medical notes will not normally be required for singular instances of academic consideration, 
although students may be required to provide supporting documentation for multiple missed 
assessments or when involving a large part of a course (e.g.. final exam or major 
assignment).

7.11 Covid-19 Safety Protocols
For information on current safety protocols, follow these links:  
 

https://news.uoguelph.ca/return-to-campuses/how-u-of-g-is-preparing-for-your-safe-
return/

•

https://news.uoguelph.ca/return-to-campuses/spaces/#ClassroomSpaces•

Please note, these guidelines may be updated as required in response to evolving University, 
Public Health or government directives. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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