
The deadline for consideration in SURG’s Fall 2016 issue is Tues-
day, October 4th, 2016. Submissions received past said date will be 
eligible for consideration in SURG’s Winter 2017 issue. 

What is SURG?
• • •

SURG is an open-access, 
multidisciplinary under-
graduate research journal 
developed in 2007 through 
a collaboration between 
the University of Guelph’s 
Office of Research and the 
McLaughlin Library. As a 
refereed publication, all 
submissions are evaluated 
and reviewed by Universi-
ty of Guelph faculty mem-
bers.

With an entirely new 
editorial team at the helm, 
SURG’s 17th issue is 
slated for publication in 
December 2016.

What type of content 
does SURG publish? 

SURG primarily publishes 
original research and review 
articles authored by undergradu-
ate students at the University of 
Guelph. Articles submitted 
(whether research or review) are 
most often the fruits of inde-
pendent projects, summer 
research opportunities, and 
fourth-year theses. 

All articles submitted to SURG 
are submitted following the 
endorsement or recommenda-
tion of the project’s faculty 
supervisor, who may contact 
surg@uoguelph.ca to recom-
mend or endorse a submission. 

What is SURG looking 
for, and when should I 
recommend that a stu-

dent submit work to 
SURG?

SURG seeks to publish clear, 
cogent, well-written and 
well-structured articles that are 
original in content and engage 
with recent and relevant scholarly 
literature. They are exemplary 
pieces of undergraduate research, 
typically in the A+ range. 

If an article meets these criteria, 
faculty supervisors are encour-
aged  to send a recommendation 
to SURG. 
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SURG showcases the University of Guelph’s excellence in under-
graduate research in all disciplines.  The journal’s editorial and 
review processes acquaint undergraduate researchers with the 

academic publishing process. 

SURG’s author guidelines and submission specifications can be found 
here: https://journal.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/surg/about/submis-
sions#authorGuidelines



I supervised a high-quality 
undergraduate research 

project. What now?
 Faculty supervisors may discuss with 
the project’s author(s) the prospect of 
submitting an article to SURG, and 
then send a recommendation to SURG 
by email, cc-ing the author(s). 

Once SURG receives and confirms the 
recommendation, the author(s) may 
format their work according to the 
SURG submission guidelines and 
specifications, and then may submit it 
through SURG’s Open Journal 
Systems (OJS) site. 

A student whose research I had 
supervised approached me, 

asking for an endorsement. What 
should I do?

If the research project meets the above 
standard of quality, the supervising faculty 
member may send an email endorsement of 
the project to SURG, cc-ing the author(s). 

Once SURG receives and confirms the 
endorsement, the author(s) may format their 
work according to the SURG submission 
guidelines and specifications, and then may 
submit it through SURG’s Open Journal 
Systems (OJS) site. 

If the article does not meet the above stand-
ard of quality, the author(s) may revise or 
expand the project accordingly. If the 
revised project meets the above standard, 
the faculty supervisor may send an email 
endorsement to SURG, cc-ing the author(s) 
and noting that revisions were undertaken 
prior to submission.

Students whom I had super-
vised have since graduated. 
Can I still recommend that 
they submit their work to 

SURG? 
If a project was completed during the 
course of an undergraduate degree at the 
University of Guelph, it is eligible for 
consideration. Students who have since 
graduated may submit their work 
following faculty recommendation or 
endorsement. 

Why SURG? 
As increasing importance is placed upon the practical applicability and versatility of one’s 
post-secondary educational experience, a publication in SURG demonstrates a graduate’s 
willingness to revise, condense, and review their work in light of critical feedback, and to 
present a cogent piece of writing within a relatively short time. Openness to critical feed-
back, proficiency in written communication, and an ability to deliver high-quality outputs 
within a limited timeframe are valuable skills in almost any workplace, both in individual 

and team-based work environments and tasks. 


