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1 Course Details

1.1 Calendar Description
This is a graduate course designed for DVSc students and residents pursuing further study in 
the area. The basis of the course is the acquisition and application of knowledge of the 
pathophysiologic mechanisms of disease. Subject areas to be addressed may include: 
cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease and acid-base-electrolyte abnormalities.

1.2 Course Description

The graduate student will continue to develop their knowledge of pathophysiology and clinical 
management of common and uncommon diseases of dogs and cats.

1.3 Timetable

Book club Monday 0830-0930 Rm 1412 HSC (attendance optional for non-SAIM students) 
 

Class Thursday 0830-0930 Rm 2152 Clinical Studies 
 

Journal Club Friday 0830-0930 Rm 1412 HSC (attendance optional for non-SAIM students) 
 

1.4 Final Exam
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Last Thursday of the semester 0830-0930 Rm 2152 Clinical Studies 

2 Instructional Support

2.1 Instructional Support Team
Anthony Abrams-OggCourse Co-ordinator:
aogg@uoguelph.caEmail:       
+1-519-824-4120 x54044Telephone:   
OVCP 2113Office:      

3 Learning Resources

3.1 Recommended Resource(s)
Ettinger, Feldman, Cote. Textbook of Veterinary Internal Medicine. 8th ed. (Textbook)

Kirk’s Current Veterinary Therapy XIV, XV (Textbook)

Guyton & Hall. Textbook of Medical Physiology. 13th ed. (Textbook)

Selected journal articles and other textbook chapters provided by instructors and class 
leaders each week (Article)

4 Learning Outcomes

4.1 Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

Learn pathophysiology, diagnostics, and therapeutics related to Small 
Animal Internal Medicine at the postgraduate level to establish a 
comprehensive basis for specialty practice.

1. 

Review and critique the current literature pertaining to Small Animal Internal 
Medicine topics targeted in this semester’s course.

2. 

Practice best standards of Small Animal Internal Medicine in the OVC 
Health Sciences Centre, according to current literature and knowledge of 
the topics targeted in this semester’s course.

3. 

Assist graduate students in preparing for the DVSc Comprehensive 
Examination and the General and Specialty examinations of the American 

4. 

1. 
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College of Veterinary Internal Medicine (ACVIM).

5 Teaching and Learning Activities

5.1 Seminar

Weekly class (13 sessions, 1 hour long): Each 
week, a seminar will be presented by the class leader 
on an assigned topic. Required reading prior to class 
will be assigned from the required textbooks and 
related journal articles. Class participants may be 
asked to provide interpretation of assigned readings 
during the class.

Graduate students registered in the course are 
required to lead one class.

Topic(s): 

Weekly Journal Club (13 sessions, 1 hour long):  3-
4 current journal articles not related to the specific 
topics presented in class. Residents/graduate students 
will summarize important findings of each article and 
provide a critique during this meeting time. (Attendance 
optional for non-SAIM residents/graduate students.)

Topic(s): 

Weekly Book Reading Group (13 sessions, 1 hour 
long):  Residents/graduate students will cover topics in 
Guyton’s Physiology and Current Veterinary Therapy 
not related to the GI tract as part of their preparation 
for the ACVIM General and Specialty Examinations. 
Review of reading topics related to the course is 
expected on a weekly basis. (Attendance optional for 
non-SAIM residents/graduate students.)

Topic(s): 

6 Assessments

6.1 Assessment Details
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Class leader (40%)

The final grade will be based on: 
 

Performance as the class leader – including MCQ submission (40%)1. 

  
 

Written examination (60%)

The final grade will be based on: 
 

        2. Final examination (60%). 
 

A passing grade is 65% for the combined assessments for this course, as per 
university guidelines. 
 

7 University Statements

7.1 Email Communication
As per university regulations, all students are required to check their e-mail account regularly: 
e-mail is the official route of communication between the University and its students.

7.2 When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement
When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or 
compassionate reasons please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a 
teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. The grounds for 
Academic Consideration are detailed in the Undergraduate and Graduate Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Consideration and Appeals 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Grounds for Academic Consideration 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
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7.3 Drop Date
Courses that are one semester long must be dropped by the end of the fortieth class day; 
two-semester courses must be dropped by the last day of the add period in the second 
semester. The regulations and procedures for course registration are available in the 
Undergraduate and Graduate Calendars. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Dropping Courses 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Registration Changes 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/genreg-reg-
regchg.shtml 
 

7.4 Copies of Out-of-class Assignments
Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments: you may be 
asked to resubmit work at any time.

7.5 Accessibility
The University promotes the full participation of students who experience disabilities in their 
academic programs. To that end, the provision of academic accommodation is a shared 
responsibility between the University and the student. 
 
When accommodations are needed, the student is required to first register with Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS). Documentation to substantiate the existence of a disability is 
required; however, interim accommodations may be possible while that process is underway. 
 
Accommodations are available for both permanent and temporary disabilities. It should be 
noted that common illnesses such as a cold or the flu do not constitute a disability. 
 
Use of the SAS Exam Centre requires students to book their exams at least 7 days in advance 
and not later than the 40th Class Day. 
 
More information can be found on the SAS website 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/sas 
 

7.6 Academic Integrity
The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic 
integrity, and it is the responsibility of all members of the University community-faculty, staff, 
and students-to be aware of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as 
possible to prevent academic offences from occurring. University of Guelph students have 
the responsibility of abiding by the University's policy on academic misconduct regardless of 
their location of study; faculty, staff, and students have the responsibility of supporting an 
environment that encourages academic integrity. Students need to remain aware that 
instructors have access to and the right to use electronic and other means of detection. 
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Please note: Whether or not a student intended to commit academic misconduct is not 
relevant for a finding of guilt. Hurried or careless submission of assignments does not excuse 
students from responsibility for verifying the academic integrity of their work before 
submitting it. Students who are in any doubt as to whether an action on their part could be 
construed as an academic offence should consult with a faculty member or faculty advisor. 
 
Undergraduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-
amisconduct.shtml 
 
Graduate Calendar - Academic Misconduct 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/graduate/current/genreg/index.shtml 
 

7.7 Recording of Materials
Presentations that are made in relation to course work - including lectures - cannot be 
recorded or copied without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a student, 
or guest lecturer. Material recorded with permission is restricted to use for that course unless 
further permission is granted.

7.8 Resources
The Academic Calendars are the source of information about the University of Guelph’s 
procedures, policies, and regulations that apply to undergraduate, graduate, and diploma 
programs. 
 
Academic Calendars 
https://www.uoguelph.ca/academics/calendars 
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