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Please Participate!
The Department is fortunate to be allocated a
Tier I CRC (CIHR) in Translational Health
and Clinical Research. This CRC allocation
is a testament to the success of our faculty in
obtaining Tri-Council funding, particularly
CIHR. This funding success comes as a
direct result of the hard work and dedication
of our graduate students, technical and
teaching staff.
Since we all played a role in creating this
opportunity, I hope everyone feels welcome
to participate in the meetings with all three
candidates and provide the valuable
feedback that will help the committee in
making their decision. THANK YOU!

Dr. Samatha Payne recieves Stem
Cell Network funding
Improving wound healing is the ultimate goal of
a University of Guelph research project that has
received funding from Canada’s Stem Cell
Network (SCN).
Dr. Samantha Payne, a professor in the
Department of Biomedical Sciences, Ontario
Veterinary College, has received almost
$275,000 to study how nerves modulate the
response of organs and tissues to injury.
In response to injury, humans and other mammals typically scar, which can lead to
impaired function, disability, and reduced quality of life. Many non-mammalian species,
such as the gecko, can completely restore whole appendages or organs.
Payne and her team will isolate mammalian and non-mammalian stem cells to study how
their behaviour changes in the presence of neurons and neurotransmitters.
“Using cell culture models, we can add a compound —neurotransmitters or drugs— then
see how it changes the behaviour of the cells, if it encourages or inhibits healing and
regeneration,” said Payne. “This knowledge can inform future research on ways to help
wounds heal better, with less scarring.”
“Cutting-edge innovation depends on well-founded fundamental science,” said Dr.
Malcolm Campbell, vice-president (research). “We are most grateful for the generous
support that the Stem Cell Network will provide to enable this outstanding University of
Guelph early career researcher to make fundamental discoveries that elevate our
understanding of cell biology and fuel innovations that will improve life.”
Payne’s research is one of 32 stem cell and regenerative medicine projects and clinical
trials being funded by the SCN this year. With funding from the Government of Canada,
SCN has provided a total of $19.5 million to support projects across the country.
“The Government of Canada is pleased to support this groundbreaking research to
improve life that will build on expertise in Guelph and across Canada through
regenerative stem cell research,” said Guelph MP Lloyd Longfield.
CONGATS SAM!!

Sam's student presents at
Neuroscience Day!

MBS student Rozana Qubrosi presented a poster titled “Investigating
peripheral nerve-driven changes in the membrane potential of
keratinocytes to control cell proliferation” at the annual Neuroscience Day
held on May 6th in the Summerlee Science Complex.
This was the first poster ever presented in the Payne lab and Rosy did a
fantastic job!
Congrats Sam and Rozana!

Giannina in the News!

The Descalzi lab attended their very first in person conference, the Annual Meeting for the
Canadian Pain Society, held in Montreal, QC. MSc student, Kaitlin Scherer presented a
poster highlighting her thesis work, The role of astrocyte neuronal metabolic coupling in
the anterior cingulate cortex in the perception and behavioural response to continuous
pain in mice.
Also, Dr. Giannina Descalzi was featured in an article "Scientist to watch", by the
magazine The Scientist : https://www.the-scientist.com/scientist-to-watch/gianninadescalzi-studies-the-factors-underlying-chronic-pain-69997

Congrats Giannina!

Welcome to our New Graduate and
Summer students!

Thank you to Keeley Schwaan for
organizing our New Student
Welcome DIT Ice Coffee Bar!

Neuroscience Students present at
CAN

Ashutosh Patel (PhD, Bailey lab)

Kaitlyn Jackson, (MSc, Perreault lab)

Olivia Williams (PhD, Perreault lab)

Ryan McCallum,
(MSc, Perreault
lab)

Kate Nicholson, Lauren Isaacs, and
Kelly Tang (MacLusky lab)

Dr. Jim Petrik's lab goes to Ottawa!
The Petrik lab attended the biennial 10th Canadian Conference on Ovarian
Cancer Research (CCOCR) in Ottawa this past weekend and Dr. Jim Petrik
helped organize the event and was one of the invited guest speakers.

Bianca Garlisi and Colin Jamieson (MSc
Candidates) both presented posters

Madison Pereira (PhD candidate) presented a talk and was awarded
best oral presentation. CONGRATS MADISON!

Dr. Tami Martino Lab Updates
The Martino lab members Janan Shoja Doost (PhD student) and Leo Li and Clara
Dmytryshyn (undergraduate President’s & Chancellors Scholars) attended the major USA
Society for Biological Rhythms meeting on Amelia Island Florida (May 14-19, 2022). Fabulous
science, great colleagues, wonderful weather!

Janan presenting her research at the podium
Martino lab hosting a dinner for all our
Canadian colleagues
Dr. Tami Martino
(heart muscle) and Dr
Karyn Esser’s
(skeletal muscle)
circadian labs out for
pizza dinner

Dr. Tami Martino was very honoured to be invited as the Keynote Speaker for the Luis
Melo Memorial Lecture in Molecular Cardiology at Queens University on April 13, 2022.
An endowed fund was established by Dr. Victor Dzau of Harvard University to honour
Luis’ life and his contributions to cardiovascular sciences, and allows experts in Molecular
Cardiology to share their knowledge and expertise in an annual lectureship at QueensU.

The Martino lab wishes postdoc Dr. Tarak Khatua all the best on the next stage of his
career, he headed home to India to pursue a faculty position. Farewell lunch with Dr.
Tami Martino, Dr. Tarak Khatua, Hesham Farag, Janan Shoja Doost.

Tami's lab updates (Cont...)

Dr. Tami Martino was also invited to
present her research to the World Sleep
2022 society meeting in Rome Italy,
March 12, 2022.

Congratulations also to Janan Shoja
Doost who recently reclassified to a PhD
student, and was awarded the Queen
Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship in
Science & Technology, and the Lyle and
Louise Rea Graduate entrance
Scholarship in Pharmacology.

The Martino lab also wishes postdoc Dr. Mina
Rasouli all the best on the next stage in her
career path, as she takes on an exciting Scientist
position at Dalriada Drug Discovery.

Residential School Memorial marker
now complete!
The Indian Residential School Memorial marker is now installed in front of SSC. It will
have a surrounding garden and benches. This initiative was the brainchild of Drs. Melissa
Perreault and Ryan Gregory (Integrated Biology) and serves as a permanent reminder
EVERY child matters, and is a place to reflect on our role in reconciliation going forward.
Also, Dr. Melissa Perreault was awarded $25,000 by U of G to complete an
Indigenization of the SSC project.
CONGRATS MEL!
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Please do not hesitate to knock on my door (with your mask!) or
contact me by email if you have ANY questions/concerns at
tsaleh@uoguelph.ca
Stay safe, stay well
#biomedstrong

