
V O L .  3 6

CONGRATS KATHERINE!!
 
DR. HARPREET KOCHHAR
APPOINTED ADM HEALTH 
 
EXCITING DAY IN THE KING
LAB!
 
FUNNY THINGS STUDENTS
SAY...
 
ALLISON DONATES MORE
THAN JUST HIS TIME
 
HAPPY 25 YEARS OF
SERVICE LIZ!!!!
GRAD AWARD WINNERS!

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

THE 
BIOMEDER

As I mentioned last month, instead of focusing on what
we are losing out on as we remain in isolation, we
should focus on all the amazing accomplishments that
continue even as we sit in our homes.  We have had a
number of successful defences, qualifying exams and
department seminars.  In addition, Drs. Lamarre,
Johnson and Koch have been successful in Tier I and II
funding from OMAFRA and Jon's student, Vanessa Zak
received a very competitive HQP award from OMAFRA.  
In addition, Drs. Koch and MacLusky received NSERC-
DG renewals and Giannina Descalzi received her
NSERC-DG (in her first attempt).  Finally, Dr. Pavneesh
Madan was success in his NSERC-RTI that will provide
a $130,000 piece of equipment for staging embryos to
the 3rd floor.  Wow, tremendous success
in attracting close to half a million in external
funding "while sitting at home"!!
Keep safe and keep smiling Biomed!      

Keep on keeping on
Biomed!
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Congrats Katherine MacMillan!!

 

Congratulations on a well deserved nomination for Female Athlete
of the Year to Kathleen MacMillan.  Kathleen has been an asset

to the financial services team under Holly Illman's supervision, now
she is an asset and role model to female athletes at UofG.  Way to

go Kathleen, Biomed is proud of your achievements!



Dr. Harpreet Kochhar appointed

Associate Deputy Minister of Health

 

Dr. Harpreet S. Kochhar, currently
Assistant Deputy Minister, Operations
Sector, Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada, has been appointed
Associate Deputy Minister of Health,
effective immediately, according to a
press release by the Prime Minister’s
Office on Wednesday.
 
 
In this role, Kochhar will support the Government of Canada’s ongoing efforts to fight
COVID-19 through a whole-of-government, comprehensive, and coordinated approach.
 
He joined IRCC from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), where, as
Associate Vice-President of Operations, he was responsible for delivering inspection
services across the country as well as the management of over 4,000 employees.
 
He has served as Canada’s Chief Veterinary Officer, as well as Canada’s Delegate to
the World Organization for Animal Health. Kochhar was responsible for managing
several high profile cases while at CFIA, including the official response to Canada’s
largest beef recall (XL foods) in order to ensure the continuing safety of the Canadian
food supply, according to a profile on a federal government website.
 
Prior to joining IRCC, Kochhar was Associate Professor at the University of Guelph’s
Ontario Veterinary College. He also practiced veterinary medicine as a small animal
veterinarian in South Western Ontario.
 
Kochhar is an active fundraiser for JDRF and contributes to charities such as the Heart
and Stroke Foundation, the Mental Health Institute, and the Liver Foundation. He has
been awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal for his professional and volunteer 
contributions, and was decorated with the Canada 150 Medal for community
 services.  Kochhar is a veterinarian by training (DVM) and has a Master’s Degree
 in Veterinary Science (MVSc) as well as a Doctorate (Ph.D.) in Animal 
Biotechnology (supervised by Dr. Allan King) from the University of Guelph. He
earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Veterinary Science from Punjab
Agricultural University.



Allan King say social distancing is

driving him "batty"

 

An uninvited guest broke in and tried to do some karyotyping without Allan's
permission, and was immediately escorted out of the lab!



Funny things students say....

 

The fire alarm went off and there was an announcement on the speakers
from our front condo person about the alarm. 
There is drilling at random times because I live in a construction zone aka
unfinished condo building 
My cat does jump on my keyboard because why not? 
I caught myself staring out the window at the beautiful bright blue sky once
or twice. When I realized this, I turned my camera to show you all that I
was looking out the window and that there was no hidden notes. 
You may also hear very weird breathing in the background at times, this is
my rat. She has a respiratory condition and breathes funky bc of it (but she
is well)

After finishing the bell-ringer exam, a student email Dr. Jeff Thomason with
this:
 
"I just completed the online final exam using the Respondus app. There was a
lot going on around me at times so I just wanted to explain it to you in case I
was flagged. Here is a list of the things that went wrong: 
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

 I hope your morning was more peaceful than mine! Sorry about all the chaos
that occurred during my exam."
 
too funny....!
 



Allison Mackay gives back....

 

...it is in you to give...please consider following
Allison's lead!



Liz St. John, a research and teaching staff member and
icon in the department celebrated 25 years of service at
UofG.  On behalf of Biomeders past and present, THANK
YOU for all that you have done!  The Applied Reproductive
Biotechnology program as well as the research and
graduate student training in embryo culture could not have
been a success without your expertise.  Your impact on
student's success in both academia and industry is very
much appreciated! 
 
Welcome to the 25 year club!!
 

Liz St. John Celebrated 25 years of

service at UofG

 



Congratulations to the 2020 Graduate Student Award
winners in Biomed!!
 
Betty Goldhart Scholarship (Biomed) - Kaitlyn Simpson
 
Biomedical Sciences Graduate Scholarship - Bryan
Jenkins
 
Blythe James Chase Scholarship - Arata Matsuyama
 
D. G. Ingram Memorial Scholarship - Arata Matsuyama 
 
Kon-Tiki Atkins Award - Arata Matsuyama 
 
Lyle and Louise Rea Graduate Entrance Scholarship in
Pharmacology - Hayley Thorpe 
 
OVC Graduate Student Recognition Award Biomedical
Sciences - Kathy Jacyniak
 
Sharon Dunsmore Scholarship in Feline Studies
- Alexandra Rankovic

Way to represent Biomed and make us proud. 
 Your hard work has only just begun to pay off!  

Congrats to all of our award winners!



Okay, so my door is closed for the first time in 4
years, but that does not mean I am out of reach. 
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have
ANY questions/concerns at tsaleh@uoguelph.ca

 
Stay safe, stay well 

We got this Biomed!!
#biomedstrong


