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NSERC Funding Success!In this issue....

CONGRATULATIONS to Drs. Samantha
Payne and Giannina Descalzi on receipt of
their NSERC funding!

Sam was funded $31,000/yr for 5 yrs for her
project on "Nerve Dependency of
Regeneration", plus a $12,500 ECR
supplement.

Giannina received $37,487 from the
Research Tools Initiative competition for
"Biochemical measures of gene expression
networks and neural circuits".

An amazing accomplishment by both of our
Early Career Researchers.  Well Done!



Biomed has secured a partnership with the Centre for Commercialization of
Regenerative Medicine (CCRM) and its subsidiary, OmniaBio, that will have
CCRM/OmniaBio leasing lab space in the OVC for training purposes.

This lab space will be retrofitted specifically to support the cell culture training of a growing
workforce at CCRM/OmniaBio; OmniaBio is intending to hire 500 people by 2024! 

They will be doing this in partnership with another group called CATTI (Canadian
Advanced Therapies Training Institute), a training organization to support GMP
manufacturing of human cell/gene therapies.

What this means for the OVC/UofG is twofold: 1) CCRM/OmniaBio employees will be
regularly visiting Biomed/Guelph, meaning ample networking opportunities for
undergrads/grad students, and 2) Their training space will also be used for a new
Regenerative Medicine graduate course being developed (BIOM*6930; 1 credit, 2
semester), so our grad students can experience industry-specific training within this course!  
The course and in-house practical training are part of the Collaborative Specialization in
Regenerative Medicine program based in Biomed.

Because CATTI will be spearheading this training, they will be the primary tenants of the
space.  The leased space is located in room 1611.  They are interested in meeting with
faculty to discuss their learning paths and ideas for training grad students for the cell+gene
therapies field.

Huge thank you to Dr. Sarah LePage for nuturing this relationship and being a key
player in this partnership going forward!

 

OmniaBio/CATTI lease signed!

The first is a picture of the lab (before renovations) and the
second is Dr. Sarah LePage and CATTI's GMP Sites and

Training Manager, Domhnall McGowan.
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It is my pleasure to share the news that Dr. Pavneesh Madan has been recognized as a
Community Builder and received the Guelph & District Multicultural Award 2022 during
Geulph's multicultural Fair.  

Dr. Pavneesh Madan receives
Multicultural Award! 

Congrats Pavneesh!



 

OVC Undergraduate Teaching Award
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Pavneesh Madan, Department of Biomedical
Sciences

 
OVC Undergraduate Teaching Award for outstanding
classroom teaching, creating challenging and
innovative courses and new and innovative teaching
methods as well as publication or presentation of
teaching methods to other educators.

This is the inaugural offering of this award for OVC,
and I cannot think of a more deserving candidate. 

 Well done Pavneesh!

Pavneesh's Teaching Award!



 

Laura's students in Atlanta!

Well done Laura et al.,!

Dr. Laura Favetta’s lab
presented at ENDO 2022 in
Atlanta, Georgia on June 11-
14.

PhD student, Reem Sabry
and Master students Vivien
Truong and Emilia
Kourmaeva attended and
presented at the ENDO 2022
conference in Atlanta,
Georgia 

Reem and Emilia were
selected for both an oral and
a poster presentation and
Vivien presented a poster.

 



 

I may have mentioned this in the past, but this is a common practise of publishing papers
written as part of the course requirement in Dr. Neil MacLusky's Biomedical
Communication course (BIOM*4500).  Here is yet another successful example:
https://journal.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/surg/article/view/6870

BIOM*4500 publication!

Well done Neil!

https://journal.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/surg/article/view/6870


 

Charly McKenna (PhD candidate, LaMarre lab) and Ann Ram (PhD candidate, Petrik
lab) are involved in an innovative “seek and destroy” alternative to cancer surgery for
people and pets that is being tested for the first time this year at the University of
Guelph’s Ontario Veterinary College (OVC). 

The treatment combines light-activated nanoparticles called porphysomes along with
photodynamic therapy (PDT). "This is a great model to understand how porphysomes and
PDT work,” said Charly McKenna, research manager for OVC’s veterinary clinical trials
and the Veterinary Medical Innovation Program.  Watch the CTV news coverage here:

Get more on this exciting trial being conducted here:
OVC Researchers Test ‘Seek and Destroy’ Cancer Treatment - U of G News
(uoguelph.ca)

Charly and Ann's Clinical Trials

Well done Charly and Ann!

https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/dogs-with-cancer-needed-for-new-therapy-
treatment-at-u-of-g-1.5946620

https://ovc.uoguelph.ca/
https://news.uoguelph.ca/2022/05/ovc-researchers-test-seek-and-destroy-cancer-treatment/
https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/dogs-with-cancer-needed-for-new-therapy-treatment-at-u-of-g-1.5946620


 

UofG held it's 4th Annual Animal Tribute at Peter Clark Hall and our own Dr.
Giannina Descalzi was asked to present her research and how animals have
contributed to her success as well as advancing medicine in the field of
chronic pain research.

Giannina Presents at UofG Animal
Tribute



 

Alicia Visits Mexico!



 

Human cerebral spheroids undergo 4‑aminopyridine‑induced, activity associated changes
in cellular composition and microRNA expression. Thomas Parmentier, Fiona M. K.
James, Elizabeth Hewitson, Craig Bailey, Nicholas Werry, Steven D. Sheridan, Roy H.
Perlis, Melissa L. Perreault, Luis Gaitero, Jasmin Lalonde & Jonathan LaMarre*.
Scientific Reports | (2022) 12:9143 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-022-13071-x.

Proteomic Assessment of Extracellular Vesicles from Canine Tissue Explants as a
Pipeline to Identify Molecular Targets in Osteosarcoma: PSMD14/Rpn11 as a Proof of
Principle. Luu AK, Cadieux M, Wong M, Macdonald R, Jones R, Choi D, Oblak M,
Brisson B, Sauer S, Chafitz J, Warshawsky D, Wood GA, Viloria-Petit AM. Int J Mol Sci.
2022 Mar 17;23(6):3256. doi: 10.3390/ijms23063256.

Evaluation of lymphocyte-specific programmed cell death protein 1 receptor expression
and cytokines in blood and urine in canine urothelial carcinoma patients. Pinard CJ,
Stegelmeier AA, Bridle BW, Mutsaers AJ, Wood RD, Wood GA, Woods JP, Hocker SE.
Vet Comp Oncol. 2022 Jun;20(2):427-436. doi: 10.1111/vco.12788. Epub 2021 Dec 1.
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Please do not hesitate to knock on my door (with your mask!) or
contact me by email if you have ANY questions/concerns at

tsaleh@uoguelph.ca
 

Stay safe, stay well 
 

#biomedstrong


