Biomedical Sciences

Newsletter State of the Department, Jan., 2017
Happy New Year! I hope and trust everyone had a peaceful and relaxing
holiday with their friends and family. I wish everyone the very best in health and
happiness in 2017, and wish you all the best in your teaching and research
endeavors. Let’s make this as productive and rewarding year as 2016!
A reminder that the departmental seminars are moving! They will be held
between 12:30-1:30 on Wednesday. This year, we would like 2 MSc students to
present during each time slot (20 mins each), or 1 PhD seminar/slot (40 mins).
Also, I would like to invite staff (postdoctoral fellows, adjunct faculty and research
assistants/associates, visiting faculty, etc) to sign up for a 40 min seminar
presentation. Sign-up will be on a first-come-first served basis. I would also like
to re-emphasize that the graduate student seminars are an important part of the
mentoring process, as well as adding to the overall graduate experience. Let’s all
encourage faculty, staff and students to attend as many seminars as possible. We
will also begin “formal” evaluations of our student and staff presentations. Thank
you for your anticipated participation in this important departmental initiative!

Updates/happenings from around the Department:
1. “Research on Healing After Heart Attack Featured in American Heart
Association Journal”. Biomedical sciences professor, Dr. Tami Martino,
director of the U of G Centre for Cardiovascular Investigations, was featured
Dec. 7 in Circulation, a top cardiovascular disease-prevention journal
produced by the American Heart Association. Tami’s research into the best
time to give a recovery drug to patients was discussed in the report, which says
many medications have short half-lives and may well benefit from timed
dosage. Tami studies chronobiology, cardiovascular disease and circadian
rhythms. Click the link in this paragraph to find out more!
2. Dr. Allan King and Tamas Révay (Research Associate) know that a maternally
inherited sex development disorder can cause repeated cases of infertility in
a single family of horses. But they’ve recently identified the gene responsible
for the condition and have begun testing for it to help breeders make better
mating choices. Click the link below to find out more!
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(http://www.thehorse.com/articles/38485/scientists-find-gene-behindequine-sex-development-disorder).
3. His Excellency Luis Almagro Lemes, Secretary General of the Organization
States, presented last night the awards at TD Bank’s “10 most influential
Hispanic Canadians” 2016. The Hon. Michael Levitt is securing a meeting
between past winners a and Prime Minister Trudeau sometime between May
1 and July 31, 2017. TD’s “10 most” is presented by TD Bank with
sponsorship from Copa Airlines, the International Language School of Canada,
Ryerson University, Seneca College, PwC Canada as social media partner and
Telelatino Network Inc. as official media partner. The program is run by the
Canadian Hispanic Business Alliance, this year in cooperation with the
Canadian Hispanic Congress. The 300 attendees included 12 ambassadors
and consuls, media, entrepreneurs as well as nominees from five provinces
representing nine countries of origin. Among the winners was Dr. Alicia
Viloria-Petit (Ven), Cancer researcher and professor, University of Guelph.
Congratulations Alicia!

10 most influential Hispanics Canadians 2017

(L-R): Dr. Adrian Baranchuk, Dr. Alicia Viloria-Petit, Ana
Dominguez, Dr. Andres Lozano, Dr. Antonio Caycedo, Dr.Guillermo Rocha (absent, represented by Eldy Ampuero), His
Excellency Almagro Lemes - OAS, Eva Martinez, Father Hernan Astudillo, Hon. Joseph Bovard and Dr. Julio Montaner
(absent, represented by Mauricio Ospina).

4. Dr. Glen Pyle published a collaborative study with Susan Howlett's group at
Dalhousie University on how progesterone during pregnancy impacts the
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heart. The paper was selected to be the subject of a podcast by the American
Journal of Physiology: (http://ajpheart.podbean.com/mobile/e/acuteprogesterone-modifies-cardiac-contraction/#.WGe7rr0Y-i0.twitter).
5. Dr. Glen Pyle was also invited to chair a symposium on the roles of sex and
ageing in cardiology by the Organization for the Study of Sex Differences. The
annual meeting of the society will be held in Montreal this May.
6. The departmental holiday luncheon was a hit! A HUGE thanks to Kim for her
organization of the event. Great food, a few laughs…it’s all good! We raised
a total of $755 for the United Way Campaign, that’s awesome!! Thanks to all
the bidders and to everyone who made the afternoon an amazing success!
Here are a few pictures of the event:
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7. I would like to remind and encourage our graduate students to take
advantage of the many OVC scholarships available. The deadline for
applications is January 20th. Let’s try to get more than our share of these
awards! I have attached a list of available awards to this newsletter.
8. On behalf of the department of Biomedical Sciences, I want to extend
heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Keith Betteridge on reaching a milestone of
80 years young! We wish you many more years of good health and
prosperity.
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Dr. Betteridge doing his part for the Heart & Stroke ride for the cure. Nice shorts!

Remember that my door is always open, so pop in anytime for a chat.

Cheers!
Tarek
Chair, BMS

