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WHMIS   is   CHANGING 

& 

WHAT CHANGES? 

Workplace Hazardous Information System (WHMIS) regulations are changing to adopt 

GHS. There are several key changes to current practices of chemical labeling and hazard 

communication that will affect U of G personnel handling hazardous materials. Begin-

ning in Fall 2015 U of G personnel handling hazardous materials will be required to take 

WHMIS 2015 course which will be available online and in class.  

 
6 WHMIS symbols are being replaced by 10 pictograms with borders which must be red 
in color and the pictogram appearing inside the frame 

WHAT IS WHMIS 2015? 

WHMIS 

The globally harmonized system (GHS) is an internationally recognized system utilized 

for classifying chemicals, affecting items such as labels and safety data sheets (SDS). GHS 

is anticipated to standardize safety communication protocols.  
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While similar to current WHMIS labels, WHMIS 2015 labels will no longer have a hatched  
border and should include the changes as described on the example label below.  
 

Safety Data Sheet (SDS) - Formerly known as Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), SDS 
will appear in a standardized format, with consistent section headings in a specified se-
quence:   
 

Section 1. Identification 

Section 2. Hazard(s) identification 

Section 3. Composition/ingredients 

Section 4. First-Aid measures  

Section 5. Fire-fighting measures  

Section 6. Accidental release 

measures  

Section 7. Handling and storage 

Section 8. Exposure controls/personal 

Section 10. Stability and reactivity  

Section 11. Toxicological information  

Section 12. Ecological information  

Section 13. Disposal considerations  

Section 14. Transport information  

Section 15. Regulatory information  

Section 16. Other information, date of 

preparation or last revision  

Labels must be updated within 6 months of becoming aware of new information.  


